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Nesbitt/2017 Advisory Board Application

From: 

Jennifer Poulos Nesbitt, Associate Professor of English
To:

Robert Farrell, Director of Academic Affairs, Penn State York
Date:

April 18, 2018

Re:

ADVISORY BOARD 2017-18 GRANT REPORT
Title of Project:  UK Archival Research on Author Venu Chitale
Amount Awarded: $ 700.00
Funds from the Penn State York Advisory Board supported an extremely successful three-day visit to the BBC Written Archives in Reading, England.  I uncovered extensive information about the work of novelist Venu Chitale, an Indian woman who was employed by the BBC during World War II.  Although Chitale is occasionally mentioned in a growing body of scholarship on the diversity of staff at the BBC and the resultant impact on modernist and post-war literature, a full understanding of her role in shaping the presentation of England to India, and vice-versa, has not been seriously attempted.   The materials I located in the archive—including over 20 scripts (earlier accounts have listed only a few) and correspondence regarding proposed broadcasts—will allow me to develop the following projects:

1. An analysis of narrative techniques in Chitale’s novel In Transit (1950) in light of her experience at the BBC under the conditions of wartime censorship and propaganda, with particular emphasis on the BBC’s presentation of Indian independence movements.  
2. A fuller account of her contributions at the BBC through the examination of extant scripts and correspondence.  This account corrects a currently incomplete record and acknowledges the contributions of Indian women in England to the BBC.  
In future, I plan to use the clues I have found in correspondence to develop further our knowledge of her life and experiences both before and after her time at the BBC.

